Jum pha L ahiri, was born in London, the daughter of Indian immigrants from the state of West Bengal. Her
family moved to the United States when she was two; Lahiri considers herself an American. In 2003, Lahiri
published The Namesake, her first novel. A film adaptation of The Namesake was released in March 2007,
directed by Mira Nair and starring Kal Penn as Gogol and Bollywood stars Tabu and Irrfan Khan as his parents.
Lahiri herself made a cameo as "Aunt Jhumpa". Lahiri's second collection of short stories, Unaccustomed Earth,
was released on April 1, 2008. Upon its publication, Unaccustomed Earth achieved the rare distinction of debuting
at number 1 on The New York Times best seller list. Lahiri has also had a distinguished relationship with The New
Yorker magazine in which she has published a number of her short stories, mostly fiction, and a few non-fiction
including The Long Way Home; Cooking Lessons, a story about the importance of food in Lahiri's relationship
with her mother. Since 2005, Lahiri has been a Vice President of the PEN American Center, an organization
designed to promote friendship and intellectual cooperation among writers. In February 2010, she was appointed
a member of the Committee on the Arts and Humanities, along with five others. In September 2013, her
novel The Lowland was placed on the shortlist for the Man Booker Prize. The following month it was also longlisted for the National Book Award for Fiction, and revealed to be a finalist on October 16, 2013.

Rome

Ca sa d elle L etter atur e of the Rom e Mu nicip a lit y
Am erica n In it ia tive for Italia n Culture
Proudly present

Cha rles K lop p, Professor Emeritus of Italian at Ohio State University, is the author of a monograph on
D'Annunzio, Gabriele D’Annunzio (G.K. Hall), and a book-length study of the letters and memoirs of political
prisoners in Italy, Sentences: The Memoirs and Letters of Italian Political Prisoners from Benvenuto Cellini to Aldo
Moro. (University of Toronto Press). His translations include English versions of Tozzi's Con gli occhi chiusi and
Bilenchi's Conservatorio di Santa Teresa, which has just been published by Firenze University Press. In recent
years he has edited two volumes of essays treating the literature of Trieste and the Italian Northeast Cronache dal
cielo stretto. Scrivere il Nord-Est (Forum). Professor Klopp has long been interested in the interplay of history and
literature, literature and political action.
M aria Ida G aeta , Graduated Philosophy and in Literature at the University of Rome "La Sapienza ", Maria Ida
Gaeta is specialized in philosophy of language. After working for several years as a researcher, she has dedicated
much of her work on the promotion of books in several cultural institutions such as the Sistema Bibliotecario
Cittadino of the City of Rome and the Ministry of Culture. In 2000 she designed and supervised the construction
of the House of Literature in Rome, the most important city institution dedicated to the Italian and foreign
contemporary literature. She currently still directs Casa delle Letterature. She is the curator and artistic director of
the International Literature Festival in Rome, which takes place annually between May and June. The Festival
credits about 300 of the most important authors of the international literary scene and the presence of about
400,000 viewers so far.
A nna L awto n, PhD in Russian Literature from UCLA. As a professor, she taught courses in literature, cinema and
visual culture at Purdue University and Georgetown University. She also worked for USIA at the American
Embassy in Moscow as the Deputy Director of Public Information and Media Outreach and the editor-in-chief of
the magazine Connections, and at the World Bank in Washington as the managing editor of the magazine
Development Outreach. She has served on the Advisory Film Committee of the National Gallery of Art, and
directed conferences, seminars, and film programs for the Kennan Institute, the National Gallery of Art, the
Smithsonian Institution, the Library of Congress, and others. She published several scholarly books and one novel,
and contributed essays to many collections. Ten years ago she founded the publishing house New Academia
Publishing. Currently, she serves on the board of directors of the American Initiative for Italian Culture.
David e P rete
Italian sculptor and architect, Davide Prete is specialized in urban scale works using stainless steel, forged steel
and small scale sculptures combining traditional metalsmithing techniques and 3D printing and laser scanning. He
is one of the major experts in technology applied to art. He works as Director of Fablab for CUA Architecture and
Planning and as a lecturer at GWU.

Award Ceremony and Panel Discussion for the winners
Domenico Starnone – Lacci – Einaudi
Quinto Antonelli – Storia Intima della Grande Guerra - Donzelli
Octob er 19 , 20 15 at 6 :30 p m
EMBASSY OF ITALY - 3000 WHITEHAVEN STREET NW - WASHINGTON, DC

The Book Award “The Bridge” is aimed to reinforce the mutual understanding
between Italy and the USA by exposing the reading public to the best works of fiction and
nonfiction recently released in the two countries. The Award is meant to be a “bridge” that
connects two cultures.
“The Bridge” is structured in two sections, similar and opposite to each other. In the USA,
new literary works by Italian writers, both of fiction and nonfiction, are judged by an
American jury, consisting of university professors of Italian and other cultural experts, and
vice versa.
The Award consists of a sum to cover the translation cost into the opposite language, plus a
monetary prize for the winner.
The Book Award “The Bridge” has been created and curated by Casa delle Letterature of
the Rome Municipality. It is organized and supported by the American Embassy in
Rome, Casa delle Letterature of Rome, the National Italian American
Foundation (NIAF), the American Initiative for Italian Culture (AIFIC) and
Federazione Unitaria Italiana Scrittori (FUIS).

The Book Award “The Bridge” is presented in collaboration with the Embassy of Italy
and the Italian Cultural Institute in Washington, the American Academy in
Rome, the Calandra Italian American Institute in New York, and the Italian
Cultural Institute in New York.
The Award trophies were created expressly for “The Bridge” by

Davide Prete
EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
ROME, OCTOBER 15, 201 5
EMBASSY OF ITALY
WASHINGTON, OCTOBER 19, 201 5

Casa Delle Letterature of Rome: casadelleletterature.it - Embassy of the United States of America to Italy:
italy.usembassy.gov - Embassy of Italy in Washington, DC: ambwashingtondc.esteri.it - Istituto di Cultura di
Washington, DC: iicwashington.esteri.it - NIAF: niaf.org - FUIS: fuis.it - AIFIC: aific.org - American Academy
of Rome: aarome.org - Calandra Italian American Institute:qcpages.qc.edu/calandra

Award ceremony for the 201 5 edition of The Bridge:

Presentation of the Award to the Italian winners:
MARIA IDA GAETA presents the Award for Fiction
JOHN VIOLA, President of NIAF, presents the Award for Nonfiction

Participants in the panel discussion:
The two Italian winners:
DOMENI CO STARNONE
LACCI, EINAUDI, 2014
FOR FICTION

QUINTO ANTONELLI
STORI A INTIMA DELLA GRANDE GUERRA. LETTERE, DIARI E MEMORIE
DEI SOLDATI DAL FRONTE , DONZELLI, 2014
FOR NONFICTION

Discussants:
JHUMPA LAHIRI
Writer and professor of Creative Writing at Princeton University
CHARLES KLOPP
Professor Emeritus of Italian at Ohio State University

Moderators:
MARIA IDA GAETA
Director Casa delle Letterature of the Rome Municipality
ANNA LAWTON
AIFIC Director and Adjunct Professor at Georgetown University

